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æ GOALS: track the diachronic developments that gave rise to an 

apparently increasing kind of irreg. participle in BP (athematic). 
o Argue it is a case of syncretism not motivated by any sharing of 

features and not the result of phonology. It is therefore totally 
morphological/morphomic, a paradigm-driven process. 

o this process is not the result of an accidental phonological 
homophony that was reinterpreted as systematically 
morphological. All phases that have led to this state of affairs 

were morphologically determined throughout its history.  
 
1. PRELIMINARIES 
 
¶ Reg. past participles in BP: thematic stem + {-d-} + gender morpheme. 

Plural {-s-}may also be added at the end. Exs:  
o amar ȬÌÏÖÅȭ am-a-d.o; 
o querer Ȭ×ÁÎÔȭ quer-i-d-o; 
o  sentir ȬÆÅÅÌȭ sent-i-d-o. 

- not the only schema: many form participle w/o theme vowel or -d-. Ex. 
aceitar ȬÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔȭȟ ÐÁÒÔ. aceit-o, besides reg. aceit-a-d-o.  

- still an irregular type but on the increase in colloquial spoken BP. 
 
¶ Opposite tendencies:  
- regularize irregular verbs. Participles as escrito from escrever ȬÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅȭ 
Ĕ escrevido (non-standard).   

- form irregular participles. Verbs like chegar ȬÔÏ ÁÒÒÉÖÅȭȟ chegado Ĕ 
chego (non-standard, too). This is the focus of the present paper. 

 
¶ Striking characteristic: directional syncretism in which the participle 

mirrors the 1sg pres. ind. Situation mentioned in: 
- "ÁÅÒÍÁÎ ɉςππυȟ ψςσɊȟ ÉȢÅȢȟ ÏÎÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ȰÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÁÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ 

involve[s] morphosyntactic values so remote from each other that any 

account in terms of natural classes would void the notion of any 
ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÏÒÙ ÖÁÌÕÅȢȱ !Î ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ with underspecification and defaults 
would probably be unfeasible. 

 
2. PARTICIPLES 
 
¶ diachronically crucial: participles have a mixed status (part of verbal 

paradigms but also adjectives) Ĕ semi-independent life. 
- verbs may fall into disuse and have their corresponding participles 

survive, as (eventive) participles or as adjectives. 
- much less common or even very unusual for other verb forms. 
- few like Latin AIO: imperfect and a dozen other scattered forms. 

Common in suppletion. Ex., WEND went, part of the paradigm of GO.  
- also extremely rare in Portuguese. Only SER ȬÔÏ ÂÅȭȟ ÁÎÄ IR ȬÔÏ ÇÏȭȢ 
- English quoth is an example of a past form which survived by itself in a 

certain register for some time. 
¶ not uncommon with participles, which may very well be the only 
ÓÕÒÖÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ Á ÖÅÒÂȭÓ ÐÁÒÁÄÉÇÍȡ 

(1) ɉɖ !ÃÃÉÐÉÏȟ ÁÃÃÉÐôÒÅȟ ÁÃÃóÐÉɊȟ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÕÍȢ 0ÔÇȢ ÁÃÅÉÔÏ ȬÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄȭ, p.  
ɉɖ 1ÕÉÅÓÃÏȟ ÑÕÉÅÓÃôÒÅȟ ÑÕÉÅÖÉɊȟ ÑÕÉÅÔÕÍȢ 0ÔÇȢ ÑÕÉÅÔÏ ȬÑÕÉÅÔȭȟ ÁÄÊȢ 
ɉɖ 0ÒÏÍÏȟ ÐÒÏÍôÒÅȟ ÐÒÏÍÐÓÉɊȟ ÐÒÏÍÐÔÕÍȢ 0ÔÇȢ ÐÒÏÎÔÏ ȬÒÅÁÄÙȭ, adj. 
ɉɖ #ÅÎÓôÏȟ ÃÅÎÓóÒÅȟ ÃÅÎÓĲÉɊȟ ÃÅÎÓÕÍȢ  0ÔÇȢ ÃÅÎÓÏ Ȭcensusȭ, N. 
ɉɖ ,ÕÇôÏȟ ÌÕÇóÒÅȟ ÌÕØÉɊȟ ÌÕÃÔÕÍȢ    0ÔÇȢ ÌÕÔÏ ȬÍÏÕÒÎÉÎÇȭ, N. 

 
3. LATIN 
 
¶ four conjugations in the infectum (one had two subgroups). Three 

different stems. Aronoff (1994): third stem. 
- Present stem (infectum)ȡ ÌÁÕÄà- 
- Perfect stem (perfectum)ȡ ÌÁÕÄà-v-  
       0ÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÌÅȡ ÌÁÕÄàÔÕÓȟ Áȟ ÕÍ 
4ÈÉÒÄ ÓÔÅÍȡ ÌÁÕÄà-t- &ÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÌÅȡ ÌÁÕÄàÔıÒÕÓȟ Áȟ ÕÍ 
(participle, supine)  Supine: ÌÁÕÄàÔÕɉÍɊ 

 
¶ derivation: nomina agentis (-or) and nomina actionis (-io). Exs.: laudator, 

laudatio. 
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- another morphomic fact. It was only possible to create derived verbs 
from verbs based on the third stem.  

¶ Aronoff (1994, 46) - there were three kinds of verbs derived on the 
third stem of Latin verbs:  

- desideratives: cenaturio, esurio, parturio . 
- iteratives or frequentatives added -ăÔęȾ-ăÔàÒÅ to the athematic form of 

the third stem. Exs.: 
(2) script-ăÔę Ȭ×ÒÉÔÅ ÏÆÔÅÎȭȟ ÆÒÏÍ scrib-ę, scrips-Ă, script-um Ȭ×ÒÉÔÅȭ; 
ÖĂÓ-ăÔę ȬÖÉÓÉÔȭȟ ÆÒÏÍ vide-ę, ÖĂÄ-Ă, ÖĂÓ-um ȬÓÅÅȭ; 
iact-ăÔę ȬÔÈÒÏ× ÏÆÔÅÎȭȟ ÆÒÏÍ iaci-ę, ÉóÃ-Ă, iact-um ȬÔÈÒÏ×ȭȢ 

 
- Intensives were formed simply by adding first conjugation endings, 

including the theme vowel -à- to the athematic form of the third stem. 
Exs.: 

(3) iact-ę ȬÔÈÒÏ× ÆÏÒÃÅÆÕÌÌÙȾÏÆÔÅÎȭȟ ÆÒÏÍ iaci-ę, ÉóÃ-Ă, iact-um ȬÔÈÒÏ×ȭȠ 
ÖÏÌıÔ-ę ȬÒÏÌÌȟ ÍÅÄÉÔÁÔÅȭȟ ÆÒÏÍ volv-ę, volv-Ă, ÖÏÌıÔ-um ȬÒÏÌÌȭȠ 
tract -ę ȬÄÒÁÇȟ ÈÁÎÄÌÅȭȟ ÆÒÏÍ trah-ę, trax-Ă, tract -um ȬÐÕÌÌȭȢ  

 
- !ÌÌÅÎ Ǫ 'ÒÅÅÎÏÕÇÈ ɉρψψψȡ ρυωɊȡ Ȱ)ÎÔÅÎÓÉÖÅÓ ÏÒ ÉÔÅÒÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ 

from the Supine stem and end in -Ôę ÏÒ -ÉÔę ɉÒÁÒÅÌÙ -ÓęɊȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÅÎÏÔÅ Á 
forcible or repeated action, but thÉÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÅÁÒÓȢȱ 

- %ÒÎÏÕÔ Ǫ -ÅÉÌÌÅÔ ɉρωφχȡ ρφχɊȡ ȰÛ ÃÁÎę correspond un intensif ÃÁÎÔę, àÓ, 
àÕĂ, àÔÕÍ, àÒÅ, qui, dès les plus anciens textes, concurrence ÃÁÎę sans 
[my underlining] que la nuance itérative ou intensive soit toujours 
visible, ÅÔ ÑÕÉ ÓȭÅÓÔ ÓÐïÃÉÁÌÉÓï ÄÁÎÓ ÌÅ ÓÅÎÓ ÐÒÏÐÒÅ ÄÅ ȬÃÈÁÎÔÅÒȭȢ #ÁÎÔę 
ÓÕÂÓÔÉÔÕÅ ÓÅÕÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÕÎÅ ÆÌÅØÉÏÎ ÒïÇÕÌÉîÒÅ Û ÕÎ ÖÅÒÂÅ ÉÒÒïÇÕÌÉÅÒȢȱ 

- They also say that based on ÉÁÃÉę the frequentative ÉÁÃÔę, àÓȟ ȰÌÁÎÃÅÒȟ 
ÊÅÔÅÒ ÓÏÕÖÅÎÔ ÏÕ ÁÖÅÃ ÆÏÒÃÅȱȟ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ later started to 
ÍÅÁÎ ȬÁÇÉÔÅÒȭ ÏÒ ȬÍÅÔÔÒÅ ÅÎ ÁÖÁÎÔȭȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 
Ȱ)ÁÃÔÁÒÅ ȢȢȢ ÑÕÉ Û ÂÁÓÓÅ ïÐÏÑÕÅ ÓȭÅÍÐÌÏÉÅ ÃÏÍÍÅ ÓÙÎÏÎÉÍÅ ÄÅ ÉÁÃÉę, a 
seul subsisté et a remplacé iacere ÄÁÎÓ ÌÅÓ ÌÁÎÇÕÅÓ ÒÏÍÁÎÅÓȢȱ 

- /ÎÅ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÍÁÒË ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁËÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÄÅ ÓÁÌÉę existe un itératif-intensiv 
ancien et usuel ÓÁÌÔę, àÓ ȣ ÑÕÉ ÔÅÎÄ Û ÓÅ ÓÕÂÓÔÉÔÕÅÒ Û ÓÁÌĂÒÅȢȱ 

- Some more examples follow: 
1) ÃÒÅÐÏȟ ÃÒÅÐÁÒÅȟ ÃÒÅÐÉÔÕÍȡ ȬÒÁÔÔÌÅȟ crackȭ 

crepito, crepitareȟ ÃÒÅÐÉÔÁÔÕÍȡ ȬÃÒÁÃË ÒÅÐÅÁÔÅÄÌÙȭ 

2) ÖÅÒÔÏȟ ÖÅÒÔÅÒÅȟ ÖÅÒÓÕÍȡ ȬÔÕÒÎȭ 
verso, ÖÅÒÓÁÒÅȟ ÖÅÒÓÁÔÕÍȡ Ȭ×ÈÉÒÌȭ 

3) ÃÅÄÏȟ ÃÅÄÅÒÅȟ ÃÅÓÓÕÍȡ ÉÒȟ ȬÇÒÁÎÔȟ ÇÉÖÅȭ 
ÃÅÓÓÏȟ ÃÅÓÓÁÒÅȟ ÃÅÓÓÁÔÕÍȡ ȬÃÅÁÓÅȭ 

4) pello, pellere, ÐÕÌÓÕÍȡ ȬÈÉÔȟ ÄÒÉÖÅ Á×ÁÙȭ   
ÐÕÌÓÏȟ ÐÕÌÓÁÒÅȟ ÐÕÌÓÁÔÕÍȡ ȬËÎÏÃËȟ ÓÔÒÉËÅ ɉÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÒɊȭ 

¶ IMPORTANT: intensive verbs are the ones that matter for our purposes 
here. They always belonged to the first conjugation. What Aronoff calls 
the morphomic level contains purely morphological properties. In this 
sense, it is a morphomic fact that the third stem of Latin verbs is 
ultimately the base on which both the past participle and the so-called 
intensive verbs are formed. 

 
¶ with the creation of these new verbs, Latin had some participles related 

to two lexemes at the same time.  The stem puls- found in the participle 
pulsum contained the third stem of the primitive verb pello and was 
identical to bare stem of derived verb pulso.  

- Note that the past participle eventually became lexically related to two 
different lexemes, since habitum, e.g., was related both to habeo and to 
habito. 

- Sometimes, derivatives ended uÐ ȬÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ Á ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Îȭȟ 
undergoing an independent semantic drift. Ex.: 
5) ÈÁÂÅÏȟ ÈÁÂÅÒÅȟ ÈÁÂÉÔÕÍȡ ȬÈÁÖÅȟ ÏÃÃÕÐÙȭ 
ÈÁÂÉÔÏȟ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÒÅȟ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔÕÍȡ ȬÉÎÈÁÂÉÔȭ 

 
¶ some common Latin verbs replaced by their intensives: 
ÉÁÃÉÏȟ ÉÁÃôÒÅȟ ÉÁÃÔÕÍ Ĕ Fr. jeter 
ÃÁÎÏȟ ÃÁÎôÒÅȟ ÃÁÎÔÕÍ Ĕ pan-Romance cantar 
ÁÃÃÉÐÉÏȟ ÁÃÃóÐÉȟ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÕÍ Ĕ Ptg. aceitar, It. accettare 

 
¶ A regular morphomic association between derivationally related forms 

gave rise to an accidental identity within an inflectional paradigm, 
which was then reinterpreted as systematic and is gradually being 
extended.  

¶ Baerman (2005): an indicator of systematicity is the diachronic 
extension of a syncretic pattern. 
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4. DIACHRONY  
 

6) 1st phase: only doublets resulting from Latin participles. 
Circumscribed to verb roots ending in alveolar obstruents (mostly t, 
but also s, d), e.g.:  
o aceitar ȬÁÃÃÅÐÔȭȡ ÁÃÅÉÔÁÄÏȾÁÃÅÉÔÏ ɉЃ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÕ-);  

Eu tinha aceitado/aceito a oferta. 
Ȭ)  ÈÁÄ    ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ       ÔÈÅ   ÏÆÆÅÒȢȭ 

o expulsar ȬÅØÐÅÌȟ ËÉÃË ÏÕÔȭȡ ÅØÐÕÌÓÁÄÏȾÅØÐÕÌÓÏ ɉЃ ÅØÐÕÌÓÕ-). 
O professor tinha expulsado/expulso o aluno. 
Ȭ4ÈÅ  ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ  ÈÁÄ    ÅØÐÅÌÌÅÄ    ÔÈÅ    ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȢȭ 

o findar ȬÆÉÎÉÓÈȭȡ ÆÉÎÄÁÄÏȾÆÉÎÄÏ ɉЃ ÆÉÎÉÔÕ-)  (uncommon in current 
BP) ; 

 
7) 2nd phase: beginning of extension to other 1st conjugation verbs. 

Note that originally only thematic participles existed. Athematic 
participles were created analogically, e.g.: 
o pagar ȬÐÁÙȭȡ ÐÁÇÁÄÏȾÐÁÇÏ ɉÁ ÆÅ× ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ "0Ɋ 

Eu tinha pagado/pago a conta. 
Ȭ)   ÈÁÄ        ÐÁÉÄ       ÔÈÅ   ÂÉÌÌȢȭ 

o chegar ȬÁÒÒÉÖÅȭȡ ÃÈÅÇÁÄÏȾÃÈÅÇÏ ɉÁÎÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ 
standard BP) 
A carta tinha chegado/chego. 
Ȭ4ÈÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄȢȭ 

 
8) 3rd phase: the process of creation of athematic participles is being 

extended to verbs in other conjugations (also not found in standard 
BP). E.g.: 
o trazer ȬÂÒÉÎÇȭȡ ÔÒÁÚÉÄÏȾÔÒÁÇÏȢ 

O professor tinha trazido/trago o livro. 
Ȭ4ÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ  ÈÁÄ   ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ   ÔÈÅ  ÂÏÏËȢȭ 

o pedir ȬÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȭȡ ÐÅÄÉÄÏȾÐÅëÏȢ 
O presidente tinha pedido/peço paciência. 
Ȭ4ÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÈÁÄ ÁÓËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÃÅȢȭ 

 
 

5. SYNCRETISM AND PARADIGMS 
 
¶ "ÁÅÒÍÁÎ ÅÔ ÁÌȢ ɉςππυȡ χɊȡ ȰȢȢȢ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ Á ÃÌÅÁÒ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÏÎ 

between phonological and morphological change, much less a way to 
classify phenomena whose history remains unknown. It seems useful, 
ÔÈÅÎȟ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÁÉÎ ȬÓÙÎÃÒÅÔÉÓÍȭ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÅÒÍ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ 
instances of inflectional homophony, regardless of their origin or 
interpretation; indeed, this is how the term was first used by Pott (and 
"ÉÎÄÓÅÉÌɊ ÉÎ ρψσφȢȱ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ term syncretism in this sense. The 
alternative of restricting the term syncretism to non-arbitrary feature-
based syncretism would amount either to devoiding the theory of 
ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÅØÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȰÕÎÄÅÓÉÒÁÂÌÅȱ ÐÈÅÎÏÍÅÎÁ ÂÙ ÆÉÁÔȢ 

¶ Zwicky (1985): rules of exponence and rules of referral.  
¶ !ÌÂÒÉÇÈÔ ɉςππςȟ φψφɊȡ Ȱȣ language learners explore the space of 

possible phonological environments, looking for those that have 
especially high reliability for a given change. An environment is said to 
be an ISLAND OF RELIABILITY when its reliability value is higher than 
the general reliability of a change.ȱ 

¶ Is there an island of reliability for the athematic participles? 
¶ Supposing there is a rule of referral in operation in these cases, what 

cell in the verb paradigm do they refer to? In principle, participles may 
have four different forms: masculine and feminine, both singular and 
plural. The participle of the verb COMPRAR has the following forms: 

    sing.  plur. 
masc.  comprado comprados 
sing.  comprada compradas 
 

¶ One could easily segment regular participle forms, which would be 
composed of a root (or stem), compr- in this case, followed by the theme 
vowel of the respective conjugation (-a- for the first, -e- for the second, -
i- for the third), then the gender morpheme (-o for masc., -a for fem.), 
which may be followed by the plural -s. 

¶ SEE TABLE AT THE END. 
 
6. A NOTE ON PROSODY 
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¶ no syncretism with monosyllabic 1sg pres ind, because they are not 
trochees: 

- tenho *sei, tenho *dou. 
 
7. GRAMMATICAL CATEGORIES 
 
¶ Chomsky (1970), Jackendoff (1977): features [±N] and [±V]: 

nouns are [+N, ‒V]    verbs are [‒N, +V] 

adjectives are [+N, +V]   prepositions are [‒N, ‒V] 

¶ Two major category features: 
- ±N : having or not having nominal properties 
- ±V : having or not having verbal properties 
 
¶ Asymmetric features (tentative): 
 

A A;V A,V V;A V 
only 
adjectival 

more 
adjectival 
than verbal 

equally 
adjectival 
and verbal 

more verbal  
than 
adjectival 

only verbal 

quieto 
quente 

ocupante escrito Slavic past Swedish 
supine 

   inflects like 
adj 
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conjugation first second third 
infinitive comprar  vender dividir 

 present indicative 
1SG compro vendo divido 

2, 3SG compra vende divide 
1PL compramos vendemos dividimos 

2, 3PL compram vendem dividem 
 imperfect indicative 

1, 2, 3SG comprava vendia dividia 
1PL comprávamos vendíamos dividíamos 

2, 3PL compravam vendiam dividiam 
 perfect indicative 

1SG comprei vendi dividi 
2, 3SG comprou vendeu dividiu 

 compramos vendemos dividimos 
 compraram venderam dividiram 
 present subjunctive 

1SG compre venda divida 
2, 3SG compre venda divida 

1PL compremos vendamos dividamos 
2, 3PL comprem vendam dividam 

 imperfect subjunctive 
1, 2, 3SG comprasse vendesse dividisse 

1PL comprássemos vendêssemos dividíssemos 
2, 3PL comprassem vendessem dividissem 

 future subjunctive 
1, 2, 3SG comprar vender dividir 

1PL comprarmos vendermos dividirmos 
2, 3PL comprarem venderem dividirem 

 gerund 
 comprando vendendo dividindo 
 past participle 
 comprado/a(s) vendido/a(s) dividido/ a(s) 

Summary of simple verb forms in BP. 


